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which in choosing between the two on the ground
of rectitude there was merely a suspicion of an
infinitesimal preference for one rather than the
other.

I think a person might oftentimes feel a wish to
know plainly and for certain whether out of two
alternatives one was right and the other wrong, so
that he might adopt the right, or whether both were
alike lawful, so that he was free to choose whichever
he liked best. But it does not follow that it is best
for him that the distinction should always be thus
sharply drawn. His aspiration after such a state
may be taken indeed as an indication that there may
be such a condition designed for man. And we can
readily conceive of such a state as being a happy
state ; a state in which the man freely takes his
choice among things lawful without the slightest
misgiving to mar his enjoyment as if in making his
choice he had not been doing quite right, while on
the other hand he never thinks of doing what is
wrong but turns from the idea with abhorrence, nor
has the slightest hankering after anything which
could only be obtained through breaking through the
law of right. And a condition something like this
is pictured to us as being the original condition of
man; free to eat as he liked of the fruit of the trees
of the garden, one only being strictly and sternly
forbidden to him.